
Minutes of the OLRB Advisory Committee  
October 5, 2023 (By Video Conference) 

 
Ontario Labour Relations Board 

 
 

In attendance: Brian O’Byrne – Chair, OLRB 
Lindsay Lawrence – Alternate Chair, OLRB 
Catherine Gilbert – Registrar, OLRB 
Ursula Boylan – Deputy Registrar, OLRB 
Andrea Bowker - Solicitor, OLRB 
 
Kristen Agrell – Union 
Roslyn Baichoo – Ministry of Labour 
Keith Burkhardt – Employer 

 Lauren Donohue – Union 
   Chris Fiore – Employer 

Aminah Hanif – Union 
 Stephen Krashinsky – Union 

Graham Williamson – Union  
 

Regrets:  Neil Dzuba – Employer 
James Jennings – Ontario Bar Association 
Ben Ratelband – Employer 
Aaron Hart – Solicitor, OLRB 

 
 

 

Brian O’Byrne chaired the meeting.  Meeting commenced at 5:05 pm. 

1. Update on composition of committee  

The Chair welcomed three new members of the committee on the Union 
side: Kristen Agrell, Aminah Hanif and Lauren Donohue. Mr. Williamson 
indicated that he and Mr. Krashinsky would be stepping down and their 
replacements determined at the CALL conference in 2024.  

The Chair asked the Employer members of the committee if they had 
revisited their terms of reference for membership on the committee. Mr. 



Burkhardt indicated that this is still a work in progress and that he would 
be in touch with the Board in the next few weeks. 

 

2. Appointments 

The Chair noted that there was now a new Minister.  He noted that he 
anticipated two full-time appointments being announced in the next few 
days.  He noted that there was now a gender balance and union-
management balance as well. The Chair noted that the majority of part-
time Vice-Chairs were from the management side but there seemed to 
be fewer management-side applicants for full-time appointments. He is 
also continuing to work on a salary increase for Vice-Chairs.  

 

3. Hybrid format hearings 

Ms. Boylan indicated that a hearing room had been set up to facilitate 
hybrid format hearings but that this format would be available only in 
exceptional circumstances, since there is only a single camera in the 
room.   

 

4. In-person hearings 

The members of the committee noted that the Board had embraced a 
return to in-person hearings more than private arbitrators had. They 
considered that in-person was better for facilitating discussions and 
settlement.  

 

5. Other business 

Mr. Fiore asked about electronic voting and whether that was expected 
to be the norm into the future. The Chair indicated that it was. Mr. 
Burkhardt noted that the Board’s forms and information bulletins could 
stand to be updated to reflect this so that they spelled this out to parties 
who might not be familiar with the process.  Ms. Bowker indicated that 
the Board would look at this.  



Meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm. 

Minutes taken by Andrea Bowker 


